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circumstances, he sent on all reinforcements reaching
Calcutta to Madras, and even authorised Forde to pro-
ceed, if necessary, to the Carnatlc. " Not a man shall
be kept/5 he wrote to Pigot; " you may depend upon
every assistance in our power. . . . You may draw upon
xis for what money you choose; we have twenty lacs
in the treasury," Olive's native policy at this time
is well summed up in a sentence of his instructions
to "Warren Hastings: "I would have you act upon
all occasions so as to avoid coming to extremities,
and at the same time show as much spirit and re-
solution as will convince the durbar that we always
have it in our power to make ourselves respected." In
the same letter he wrote that the withdrawal of British
protection from natives to whom it had once been pro-
mised, " would entail disgrace and infamy on the Eng-
lish nation "; and when Meer Jaffier, on the departure of
Forde's expedition, sought to gratify his hatred of Roy-
dullub and his friends, he directed Hastings to protect
them. Meer Jaffier keenly resented the interference, and
was beginning to throw out hints that he expected the
mortgaged districts to be restored to him, when, early in
1759, a "storm from the north" completely altered the
position of affairs.
The Padishah, Alumgeer the Second, had become a
mere cypher in the hands of his Vizier; he had lost all
semblance of authority; and he and his family were
virtually prisoners in the palace at Delhi. His eldest son,
Sh$h Alum, known as the Shahzada, escaped; and after
" fisidng in troubled waters amongst the Kohillas, Jats,
Mahrattas, and Pathans," fled for protection to the Nawab
of Oude. He gave out that he had been appointed Subadar